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DATE:   NOVEMBER 10, 2015 

DEPARTMENT:  RIVER CENTER, D. Albrey Arrington, Ph.D. 

PURCHASE AMT.:  not to exceed $37,867.96 

BUDGET:  $40,000 

ACTION REQUEST:  Authorization to execute contract to renovate/upgrade two exhibits 

DESCRIPTION: In 2007, the Governing Board authorized contracts to Living Color Aquariums to 

construct the numerous exhibits in the River Center. It is hard to believe that the River 

Center has been open nearly 8 years. Of course, with time comes the need to rehabilitate 

aging exhibits. Jocelyn has developed a plan to systematically renovate and upgrade our 

exhibits over the next five years.  

This year, the first year of significant exhibit renovations, we propose to completely 

upgrade the Floodplain Exhibit, and convert it from a relatively static exhibit to a turtle 

habitat. The exhibit will continue to communicate the importance and value of flooplain 

habitats, but it will be significantly revised to serve as a turtle terrarium. The present 

exhibit is in the poorest condition, and most in need of renovation. We believe converting 

this to a freshwater turtle habitat will be a big hit.  

In addition, the Wild & Scenic Exhibit will be rehabilitated. Refurbishments include 

polishing the acrylic (inside and out) to remove scratches and other blemishes that have 

accumulated through the years. Upgrades to this exhibit include addition of more aquatic 

vegetation and a new reptile warming station.  

Staff propose working with Living Color Aquariums, the original exhibit designer and 

manufacturer, to renovate/upgrade the exhibits. The District Purchasing Agent has 

reviewed this purchase and provided a Sole Source Purchase Determination (attached).  

I suggest approval of the following motion:  

“THAT THE DISTRICT GOVERNING BOARD authorize the Executive Director to 

execute PO #15-1422 to Living Color Aquariums in an amount not to exceed $37,867.96, 

which includes $1,000 in contingency funds.” 

 

F:\Albrey\Board Memos\2015_Nov_Living-Color.docx 






