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Thank You 

Sponsors! 
 

Teresa Halstead 

Bud & Ayleen     

Howard 

Scott & Janna Keller 

Laura Kerr 

The Lieberman           

Family 

Patricia Magrogan 

Wallace McCall 

Dr. Mimy of                

Children’s Dentistry 

United States Coast    

Guard Auxiliary 

Village of Tequesta 

Yellowbook 

Sponsors help make 

the River Center’s   

education programs 

and events possible. 

We appreciate your 

continued support! 

www.loxahatcheeriver.org 

J. Ornstein 

“Siesta Time” River Tidings 

Girl Scouts Earn “Eco-Action” Badge at River Center  

On Saturday, April 9 over 70 Brownie Girl 

Scouts from one dozen troops gathered at 

the River Center to participate in the first 

Interest Project Patch Workshop offered to 

their ages.  

Cosponsored by the 

Society for Women    

Engineers, the River 

Center, and the       

Loxahatchee River     

District, the annual 

workshop strives to 

raise the girl scouts              

e n v i r o n m e n t a l       

awareness. 

Women in the 

math, science, technology, and  engineering 

fields met with scouts at a Career Fair     

station, encouraging the girls ’ interest in 

the typically male-dominated fields. The         

professionals also explained how their work   

contributes to environmental conservation 

and protection.  

Scouts played the Habitat Conservation 

Game to learn the basic survival needs of 

natural plants and    

animals, and created a 

“food chain” to better 

understand the diverse 

relationship between 

local predators and 

prey.   

River Center staff     

educated scouts about 

water conservation at 

the Every Drop Counts 

station.  

Through the event, educators helped the 

scouts better understand how they utilize 

our planet’s finite water resources and how 

we, as individuals and a community, can        

reduce, reuse, and recycle water.  

Visit the River Center for these Exciting Events! 

 Sat, Oct 22 - Aquatic Adventure Camp!                

Collect & ID fish in the Loxahatchee 

River, Ages 7 - 10 at 9 am, Ages 11 - 14 at 

1 pm, Must RSVP to (561) 743-7123,      

$15 includes a River Center t-shirt! 

Wed, Oct 26 - Spooktacular Kids Yoga! 

Join certified kids yoga instructor Callie for 

a Halloween themed kids yoga! Ages 3 - 10 

at 3:30 p.m., RSVP to (561) 743-7123.  

Fri, Oct 28 - Spooky Swamp Halloween 

Party! Kids ages 0 - 12 will enjoy games, 

hay rides, a bounce house, crafts, prizes, 

snacks, & much more! 2 - 7 pm, $5/Child 

Fri, Nov 4 - Friends of the Lox Meeting       

12 - 1 pm, Join guest speaker Mike Grella 

as he discusses Jupiter Inlet District     

dredging projects. Light lunch provided.  

Fri, Dec 2 - Friends of the Lox Meeting       

12 - 1 pm, Tour the Loxahatchee River 

District’s Wastewater Treatment Plant & 

learn how used water is treated & recycled 

back to our community. RSVP to 743-7123  
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Thank You Birthday Party Sponsors! 

Dr. Mimy of                                                     

Children’s Dentistry 

Www.DrMimy.com 
Troop 711 

www.loxahatcheeriver.org 

On Saturday, August 

20th the Loxahatchee 

River District welcomed 

over 700 guests to the 

River Center’s 3rd annual 

Birthday Celebration! 

The fun family event was 

free to the public and featured numerous      

marine  and environmental organizations          

including the Jupiter Inlet District, the      

U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary, 

and Palm Beach County 

Reef  Rescue.  These         

organizations educated our 

community about water 

safety and environmental 

conservation.  

The Florida Oceanographic Society and 

Loggerhead Marinelife Center introduced 

guests of all ages to their great facilities, 

and children went “wild” meeting          

rehabilitated  animals at Busch Wildlife 

Sanctuary’s   exhibit. 

Boy Scout Troop 711 raised over $650  

to benefit their troop and the River Center 

selling hot dogs and other refreshments 

throughout the event. Annie’s Italian Ice 

provided guests with chilly tasty treats. 

Author Pamela Brasch and artist Kathy 

G. Kindt signed discounted copies of their         

wonderful local 

children’s book     

J is for Jupiter. 

K ids  learned 

a b o u t  l o c a l       

history as they 

colored art from    

J is for Jupiter’s front cover at one of 

many craft stations.  

Guests won great local grabs in the 

Birthday Celebration’s prize   

drawing, including a Sea Tow 

membership, 4 hour fishing    

charter with captain Chad 

McGann, and a guided sunset 

kayak tour from Jupiter Outdoor 

Center.  

The community event 

was a great success, 

especially due to the 

help of over 40 local 

teen volunteers, who 

hosted games and 

crafts, educated visitors about local      

marine life at the River Center’s touch 

tank, and brought art to life painting     

children’s faces.  

The Loxahatchee River District          

invites you to enjoy this great event next 

year on Saturday, August 25, 2012! 

The River Center Turned 3! 
Autographed copies of 

J is for Jupiter are still 

available in the River 

Center’s gift shop! 

Thank You         

Raffle Donors! 

Baldino’s 

Bonzo’s 

Canoe Outfitters       

of Florida 

Captain Chad McGann 

Connection for Subs 

Florida Oceanographic         

Society 

Food Shack 

Giuseppe’s 

Glamour Paws 

Jersey Mike’s Subs 

Jupiter Nails and Spa 

Jupiter Outdoor Center 

Keep Flippin’ Gymnastics 

Leftbank Framing 

Loggerhead Marinelife        

Center 

Love Street Readings 

Millar’s Jupiter Ale House 

Palm Beach Zoo 

Rinaldi’s Deli of Tequesta 

Tropical Smoothie 
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www.loxahatcheeriver.org 

The Milk Conch, a resident of the 
River Center’s 
touch tank, is 
recognized by 
the milky white 
color on the  
u n d e r s i d e 
opening of its 
shell. 

The conch’s 
sof t  body has a greenish               
appearance with a long proboscis, or 
trunk-like mouth, and two eye-stalks 
that peer out from the underside of 
its shell.  

This unique gastropod utilizes its 

muscular “foot” to move forward in 
short spurts or right itself when 
flipped over.  

When threatened, the Milk Conch 
recesses deep into its shell and 
blocks the opening with its              
hard operculum. This shields its soft 
body from attacking predators.  

Milk Conch are most often found 
along seagrass beds and in algal 
flats, where they feed voraciously on 
algae and other marine plants.  

Less active than Queen Conch 
and Fighting Conch, Milk Conch will 
often burrow deep into the sandy 
substrate for long periods of time. 

 
 

Visit the River Center’s touch tank 
to meet a Milk Conch and learn 
more about this unique marine    
creature.  

Livin’ Learnin’ & Lovin’ the Loxahatchee  

Local kids had fun in the sun         

this summer as they             

participated in the River    

Center’s first week-long     

Junior Aquarist Summer 

Camp! 

Campers got “hands on” 

learning about the diverse wildlife and            

ecosystems of our local natural     

treasure, the Loxahatchee River.  

Thirteen campers ages 9 to 12     

explored Carlin Park and Blowing 

Rocks Preserve, the brackish oyster 

and mangrove estuary, and into the 

Wild and Scenic freshwater reaches 

flowing through Jonathan Dickinson 

State Park.  

Campers setup and maintained 

aquariums, collected and identified 

fish and invertebrates 

for their tanks, and 

learned about salinity 

and   water chemistry.  

R i v e r  C e n t e r         

e d u c a t o r  C a l l i e 

S h a r k e y  t a u g h t    

campers about sea turtles, leading      

a  r e l a y  r a c e  w h e r e  t e a m s                 

identified, dug replicas of, and                                

               

staked off nests on the beach.  

Campers identified 

local seagrass and 

learned about current 

monitoring techniques 

from David Porter of 

the Loxahatchee River 

District’s Wildpine Lab. 

Volunteers and River 

Center interns led the campers on an 

exploration of segments of the      

beautiful Wild &  Scenic Loxahatchee 

River out of Riverbend Park in canoes 

donated by Canoe Outfitters of Florida. 

Campers tracked their progress 

through the Loxahatchee in journals, 

keeping logs of daily activities,        

identifying habitats along a map of the 

river, and expanding their vocabulary 

with a word log of new 

terms.  

Junior Aquarists were    

easily distinguished from 

other campers throughout 

the week by the vibrant 

painted fish prints, made 

with real fish specimens, that        

decorated their River Center t-shirts. 

Campers finished the amazing week 

with a fun family ceremony. Each    

child received a special certificate            

recognizing their               

participation and 

achievements during 

camp activities.    

Because of the   

great success of the 

week long Junior 

Aquarist Camp, the River Center will 

offer two weeks of a similar Aquatic 

Adventure Camp next summer in June 

and July of 2012.  

For more info 

about next year’s 

camp contact 

(561) 743-7123 

o r  e m a i l        

R i v e r C e n -

ter@Loxahatcheeriver.org. 

 

Creature Feature - Milk Conch 
Article Contributed by River Center Volunteer Julie White 



Page 4 River T id ings  Volume 6,  I ssue 3 

Going Green 

- Donate your 2 Liter soda   

bottles to the River Center. 

They’ll be painted black and 

orange and used in a     

pumpkin bowling game     

during the Spooky Swamp 

Kids Halloween Party! 

- Utilize the calendar on your 

cell phone or ipad to        

remember important dates. 

These reminders are more 

effective than sticky notes, 

and save paper! 

- Donate your kayak or    

canoe to the River Center! 

Your tax deductible donation 

will help local students     

experience the Loxahatchee 

River firsthand.    

www.loxahatcheeriver.org 

Beautifying Blowing Rocks Preserve 

45 River Center, Loxahatchee River 

District, and Nature Conservancy     

volunteers of all ages removed        

over 700 pounds of trash from      

Blowing Rocks Preserve and the      

Intracoastal Waterway on Saturday, 

September 17th during the 2011    

International Coastal Cleanup! 

Litter collected included over 250 

plastic bags, 215 plastic soda bottles, 

100 food wrappers, and piles of rope 

and net. A 60 pound piece of            

fiberglass and a 300 square foot     

carpet were among the most unique 

items removed from the water.  

While many volunteers scoured the 

trails and natural areas of the           

preserve for litter, some got wet and 

wild donning water shoes to clean the 

mangroves and shoreline. A few  

skilled volunteers even loaded their 

kayaks with 5 gallon buckets and    

collected trash with grabbers as they 

paddled along the water.  

In an effort to make the cleanup  

extra “eco friendly”, volunteers  

brought their own washable gardening 

gloves and 5 gallon buckets from 

home and decreased the number of 

disposable gloves and plastic garbage 

bags consumed during the event. 

To register as a volunteer for the 

Great American Cleanup on Saturday, 

April 22 call 561-743-7123 or email 

RiverCenter@Loxahatcheeriver.org.   

Volunteers removed over 

700 pounds of litter from   

the preserve & waterway! 

The River Center Welcomes Two Fall Interns! 

 M e e t  R a c h e l       

Marshall! A former    

airman in the U.S. Air 

Force, Rachel received 

her Bachelor’s degree 

in education. She is       

currently pursuing a 

Master’s degree in   

Environmental Education at Florida    

Atlantic University.  

Rachel will provide great assistance in 

weekly education programs with children 

of all ages. We all look forward to her 

involvement in the programs as part of 

her Capstone project to complete her 

degree.  

 

The River Center is 

proud to welcome our 

fall Van Pelt intern 

Christy Kehoe! 

Christy received her 

Bachelor’s degree in 

marketing from the 

University of Florida.  

Christy is currently continuing her   

education in environmental science at 

Palm Beach State College. 

We are excited to further develop the 

River Center’s relationship with our local 

community through Christy’s non-profit 

marketing experience.  

 


