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Thank You Night on the Loxahatchee Sponsors! 

Thank You 

Sponsors! 
 

 

Florida Association 

of Environmental 

Professionals 

Jupiter Inlet District 

Jupiter Outdoor 

Center 

Solid Waste          

Authority 

Albrey & Jennifer 

Arrington 

Sherry Corbett 

Angela DiTerlizzi 

Morgan Proctor 

Virginia Scott 

Patricia Walker 

Mr. & Mrs. Mason 

Walsh, Jr. 

John & Cindy 

Wodraska 

Sponsors help make 

the River Center’s   

education programs 

and events possible. 

We appreciate your 

continued support! 

A. Frost 

“Bursting to Life” 

River Tidings River Tidings 
2012 Night on the Loxahatchee Benefit Goes Wild 

April Davis 

April Davis’ Loxahatchee River Series II, featuring 

the Jupiter Inlet, was unveiled during the event. A 

print of the gorgeous image inspired heated bidding 

in the silent auction.  

Fascinating animals from 

Busch Wildlife Sanctuary, 

including an alligator and 

a caracara, greeted      

patrons upon arrival.  

Many lucky guests went 

home with auction & 

raffle prizes, including 

marine life jewelry and 

a 10’ Naish Stand Up      

Paddleboard! 

Guests tried alligator & 

lionfish hors d’eouvres 

& yummy sweet treats! 

Friends of the Loxahatchee River  hosted 

our most successful fundraiser to date. 

Through the support of over 150 attendees 

and sponsors, we raised $11,500 for the 

River Center’s outstanding environmental 

education programs! 

Guest Speakers Jim Snyder, Ray Swanson, 

and Dan Gladwin regaled guests with exciting 

tales of life growing up along Jupiter’s wild                                          

Loxahatchee River.  
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Celebrating Volunteers - Thank You! 

The River Center, Loxahatchee River District, and Friends 

of the Loxahatchee River recently celebrated over 100     

outstanding volunteers.  

Volunteers provide vital support for the Friends of the 

Loxahatchee River and Loxahatchee River District through 

their participation in special events, water quality          

monitoring, animal collection, and daily operations.  

During the November Friends of the Loxahatchee River 

luncheon, David Porter, of 

the Loxahatchee River 

District’s Wildpine Lab, 

presented over a dozen 

awards to water quality 

vo lunteers.  Honored       

recipients included Tracy 

Siani and Bud Andersen, 

both of whom have provided valuable river research to the 

district for over 15 years.  

Friends recognized over 

60 teen and adult            

volunteers who have        

contributed over 3,300 

hours of community service 

to the River Center           

throughout 2011.  

Sign up as a volunteer today by visiting 

www.loxahatcheeriver.org.    

Volunteers contributed over 3,300 hours of community service in 2011.  

River Center Hosts Firefighter Story Time! 

River Center staff teamed up with 

Palm Beach County’s Station 18 

Firefighters for a special  Firefighter 

Story Time!  

Over 60 parents and children     

visited the center on Thursday,    

December 8th  to participate in the 

educational event.  

River Center staff and special guest Bob Smallacombe, a 

Palm Beach County Fire Rescue community educator,    

read firefighter stories and led children in fun activities. 

Mr. Smallacombe even chose one 

lucky mom to model a full suit of     

firefighter gear as he explained each 

item’s use to the audience.  

After the stories, guests visited     

firefighters from Station 18 outside the 

River Center to view a real fire engine 

up close! 

Mr. Smallacombe explained special 

features of the vehicle and handed out 

badges to participants.  

Afterwards, children had the         

incredible opportunity to operate a fire 

hose!  

Working closely with firefighters 

from Station 18, children took turns 

adjusting water flow and aiming the 

hose to knock over obstacles. 

  The River Center 

features Story Time every Thursday    

morning at 9:30 a.m., with special 

themed events throughout the year.  

To learn more about children’s           

programs offered at the River Center, or 

for more information about upcoming 

themed Story Time events please call (561) 743-7123 or 

email Callie at Education@Loxahatcheeriver.org.  



Creature Feature - Variegated Sea Urchin 

The sea urchin, a member of 

the River Center’s Touch Tank, 

is spherical in shape and        

covered in movable spines. 

Like its relative the Sea         

Cucumber, this creature is an 

echinoderm, meaning “spiny 

skinned.”   

For most urchins, including those found in south 

Florida waters, spines are merely an effective         

deterrent against would-be predators, although spines 

are venomous in some urchin species.  

Sea urchins are named for the old French word 

herichun, which means hedgehog. Their spines are    

attached to a hard outer shell, or test, which is made 

up of a series of plates that look similar to segments 

of an orange.  

Sea Urchins are found in a variety of colors       

including black, red, brown, purple and light pink. 

Sea Urchins generally reside in shallow waters 

with rocky bottoms and crevices. Although urchins are 

found within the intertidal zone, they are surprisingly 

sensitive to changes in their environment, including 

water temperature and salinity.  

Like humans, sea urchins are omnivores that eat 

both plants and animals. Although sea urchins are not 

utilized for food in north America, they are considered 

a delicacy in the Mediterranean.  

To view, and even hold one of these fascinating 

marine animals, visit the River Center located in Burt         

Reynolds Park at 805 N US Highway 1 in Jupiter.  

Story contributed by River Center volunteer Julie White. 
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Community Tours Loxahatchee River District   

As populations rise, 

water conservation is of 

increasing importance, 

especially in growing 

c o m m u n i t i e s  l i k e 

Jupiter.  Water reuse 

programs allow us to 

limit our impact and 

preserve our precious fresh drinking 

water. The Loxahatchee River District 

(LRD) is able to provide an alternate 

source of water through it’s wastewater 

reclamation program. 

To learn more about this process, over 

50 Friends of the 

Loxahatchee River 

members gathered 

to tour LRD’s 

w a s t e w a t e r 

reclamation facility.  

Visitors learned 

a b o u t  t h e 

importance of recycling used water and 

viewed stages of the treatment process. 

How it works: 

Up to 11 million gallons of wastewater 

are delivered from Jupiter, Tequesta, 

and Juno Beach to the Loxahatchee 

River District each day, where they are 

treated and then recycled. 

After undergoing a multi -stage         

biological treatment, filtration and 

disinfection process, the treated 

wastewater flows into one of LRD’s 

storage ponds, where it serves as a 

habitat for local wildlife.  

This water is then available for LRD’s 

reuse program, 

k n o w n  a s 

Irrigation Quality 

(IQ) Water serving 

go l f  courses , 

r e s i d e n t i a l 

communities, and 

r e c r e a t i o n a l 

facilities. 

Treated water is tested at an on-site, 

state certified laboratory, as well as 

other independent research labs. 

It’s a Smart Choice! 

Because IQ Water must meet strict 

health standards, using it for irrigation is 

safe, economical, and environmentally 

beneficial. 

Abacoa is one of the neighborhoods in 

Jupiter using irrigation water supplied by 

the Loxahatchee River District.  

Over 50 guests toured the Loxahatchee River District Water Reclamation Facility to 

learn how wastewater is cleaned and recycled back into our community.  

www.loxahatcheeriver.org for more info! 
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Aquatic Adventure Mini Camp 

Over 30 kids got “hands-on” with the Loxahatchee River 

during an Aquatic Adventure Camp “mini session”!  

On Friday, March 23 over 30 kids ages 7 to 

13 collected and identified animals found in 

the Loxahatchee River! 

Campers had tons of fun acclimating wild 

animals into aquariums, learning key aquatic 

terms, identifying marine creature anatomy, 

and creating fish prints on camp t-shirts. 

For more information about the River      

Center’s summer Aquatic Adventure Camp or 

upcoming mini sessions contact (561) 743-

7123 or RiverCenter@Loxahatcheeriver.org.    

The Loxahatchee River District (LRD) was awarded 

the 2011 Domestic Wastewater Plant Operations       

Excellence Award by the Florida Department of           

Environmental Protection (FDEP).   

The announcement was made by Mark Thompson, 

Director of the Division of Water Resource Management 

for FDEP. The award was officially presented at a      

ceremony in December in Tallahassee, Florida. 

The award 

comes on the 

heels of two other 

r e c o g n i t i o n s     

received in 2011.  

At the national level, the WateReuse Association 

awarded LRD “Project of the Year” for their significant 

contributions to advance the beneficial reuse of         

reclaimed water. LRD also received the 2011 “David 

York” Reuse System of the Year awarded by the Florida 

Water Association.  

“The Loxahatchee River District is very proud to     

receive this prestigious designation by the FDEP for    

outstanding treatment plant operations, maintenance 

and compliance,” said LRD Executive Director Albrey 

Arrington. “We take tremendous pride in maintaining a 

top facility while adhering to fiscal responsibility and 

protecting our area’s precious resources, such as the      

Loxahatchee River.”    

Last year, the Loxahatchee River District celebrated 

40 years of serving the community and protecting the 

River.   

For four decades, LRD has worked to protect this 

nationally designated river with an award-winning 

wastewater treatment facility, innovative water          

recyc l ing  programs,       

ongoing river research, 

and restoration and     

preservation programs.   

The District has been 

honored with numerous awards for excellence and    

provides unique environmental education opportunities 

through the WildPine Ecological Lab, Busch Wildlife 

Sanctuary and the River Center.   

To date, the District has received more than 

$1,100,000 in grants toward river restoration and 

monitoring efforts, and continues to serve as the     

leading authority and guardian of the Loxahatchee 

River. 

For more information about the Loxahatchee River 

District, please visit www.loxahatcheeriver.org.  

Loxahatchee River District Awarded Outstanding Facility 

by Florida Department of Environmental Protection 

Story contributed by Amy Krasker. 

Loxahatchee River District Receives                                                           

2011 Domestic Wastewater Plant Operations Excellence Award 

http://www.loxahatcheeriver.org/

